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EPA's mission is to protect human health and to safeguard the natural 
environment ðair, water, and land ðupon which life depends.



ÂUSGS reports pesticides measured in US waters
Â 100% of streams

Â 33% shallow ground water

Â 90% fish

Â Typically more than one pesticide found at a time

Concerned citizens

Environmental groups

EPA Office of Water

EPA Office of Pesticide Programs

Pesticide companies

EPA Office of Research and Development



Beginnings

Â SFIREG writes letter to OW-OPP September 1, 2006

Â EPA sends response to SFIREG November 3, 2006

Â OPP makes aquatic benchmarks web-available March 7, 2007

Â SFIREG raised issues at bi-annual meeting (availability of 
benchmarks, differences in methodology, etc.) 2008 

Â Directors of Office of Water and Office of Pesticide Programs pledge 
joint effort to harmonize effects characterization methodologies at 
6/23/2008 SFIREG meeting. 


